Difference in the action of ethyl and methyl methane sulfonates on DNA template activity for RNA synthesis in vitro.
RNA produced in vitro from alkylated T7 DNA has been characterized by polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis. Methylation of T7 DNA by methyl methane sulfonate reduces RNA chain length. In contrast, ethylation of T7 DNA by ethyl methane sulfonate, while reducing RNA synthesis to the same extent, does not alter chain length.